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Reconsideration is respectfully requested in view of the above amendments and the 
following remarks. 

Claims 14, 17, and 18 are canceled herein without prejudice or disclaimer to the subject 

matter. 

Claim 16 is amended herein into independent form, incorporating limitations formerly 
recited in claim 14, from which claim 1 6 previously depended. Claims 19 and 20 similarly are 
amended into independent form, incorporating limitations formerly recited in claun 18, from 
which they previously depended. 

Claims 15 and 22, which previously depended from canceled claim 14, are amended to 
depend from claim 16, which now includes limitations formerly recited in claim 16. Claun 24 
whichpreviously depended from claim 18, likewise is amended to depend from claim 19, winch 
nowincludeslmntanonsformerlyrecitedmclaimlS. Claim 23, which includes limitations 
similar to those in claim 24, is amended to depend from claim 20, which now also includes 
limitations formerly recited in claim 18. 

No new matter has been added. Claims 1-13, 15, 16, and 19-24 are pending in the 
application- 

In the Office Action, claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Lester et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,475,284). Applicants respectfully Haverse the rejects. 

Claim 14 is canceled herein, rendering the rejection moot. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. Applicants do not concede the correctness 
of the rejection. 
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C*. 14, .5. 17. 22, ana 23 are ^ri — * U S C ' * ™ " "*« 
by P^«al.(O.S.Pa t en t No.5,677.«>02).A P p 1 ic^ I e^*^»v«e fll e t c j ec n on. 

C^sWandlT^c^odedh^r^dermg.ta.portionoftoreiectton.BOOt. 

as including arable subject marter. Claim 23 b amended «o depend Son. eta. 19, 

wHehis i denn fi e4n 1 *eO ffi ceAe u ona S n l e 1 ud i ngallow,b.esubie.,n^er.Rec— on 

md withdraw*, of the rejection is respectfully reduced. Applicant do no. concede the 
correctness of the rejection. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(e) as being anticipated by Ribarich et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,316,887). Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 

Claim 18 is canceled herein, rendering the rejection moot. Reconsideration and 
withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. Applicants do not concede fte correctness 
of the rejection. 

Claims 18 and 24 are rejected under 35 US.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Trestman 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,677,602). Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection. 

Claim 18 is canceled herein, rendering that portion of the rejection moot. Claims 24 is 
amended to depend from claim 20, which is identified in the Office Action as including 
allowable subject matter. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully 
requested. Applicants do not concede fte correctness of the rejection. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(b) as being anticipated by Maheshwari et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,932,976). Applicants respectfully liaverse the rejection. 
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of the rejection. 

Cairn 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 10X4 - ^ng anticipated by Y— « al. 

C^»**^^™***+''* eSal ~*- Recordation and 
of the rejection. 

Applicants appreciate .tie aHowance of claims 1-13 and 2,, and the d— tie. £ 
19, and 20 include allowable subjectmane, Apples do no, concede tha, *«e 

• ^ in Office Action are now addressed, Applicants believe all 
As all matters raised m the Utnce Acuun su 

the fonn of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 

\au~ T^in-fiii in resolving any issues concerning this 
If a telephone conference would be helpful roresoivmg y 

_icati„u, please conrac, tire undersized a. (612) or Penary 

attOTney „frccon i ,Michae,D.Schun M nn(Reg.No. 30,422) at(ol2)33o-4o3 8 . 

Respectfully submitted, 



23552 

TATEKT flUDOMAWt OFFICE 



MERCHANT & GOULD P.C 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 
(612) 332-5300 



Date:. 




Michael L. Lamberty 
Reg. No. 50,760 
MDS/MLL 
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